MME School Climate Committee
Minutes from meeting on April 16, 2009

I. Call to order  
Laureen Ginn called to order the regular meeting of the MME School Climate Committee at 6:05 pm on April 16, 2009 in the MME staff room.

II. Attendance
The following persons were present: Heather Bock, Darell Dickey, Laureen Ginn, Lara Haas, Stan Hagen, Rebecca Keller, Trista Pandaleros, Donna Stephens, and Shelly Wickwire.

III. Approval of minutes from last meeting
Minutes from March 19, 2009 were read, reviewed, and accepted. 

IV. Public comment: None.

V. Reports (as relevant):
a) School Safety Plan: Shelly reported that a fire drill and a Shelter in Place drill were conducted recently. A system has been established where a green card displayed on a classroom door means that all kids are present and accounted for; a red card means there is an emergency; and a yellow card means that some kids are not accounted for. Donna mentioned that she and Alice could not hear the alarm for the drill in their offices, which is a problem if they have students with them during a drill. Shelly acknowledged that it is a problem that the alarms cannot be heard everywhere in the school: there are no intercoms in the main office building or in bathrooms. Hopefully we will be able to remedy that problem in the future. Shelly said that overall the drills went fairly well, but that the day was windy and some teachers were unable to post green cards on their classroom doors. Shelly said that the drills are helpful in highlighting areas that need to be worked on. Stan said that because it was a surprise, there were a few more problems than normal, as would be expected. There were also some substitute teachers who don’t always know the protocol for emergency drills. Stan suggested that instructions be put in small print on the reverse of the colored cards to explain what each card means and the procedure for  using them.
b) Student Climate survey update: Shelly reported that little progress has been made with the survey. Rebecca checked into doing an online survey through Google, which would allow students to do it during their computer lab time. Shelly said that the survey would be done for sure this spring.
c) MME positive imagine promotion: Shelly said that it’s difficult to disseminate information about our school. Shelly said that the district is very interested in how to make schools greener. A Davis Enterprise reporter who is interested in the district’s green initiatives contacted Judy Fleenor and he walked through the school with Shelly. He seemed impressed by our recycling efforts; he saw the triangle garden and heard about the garden curriculum that will include weekly lessons. Shelly also showed him the solar panel and told him about the solar panel grant that we applied for, and she also talked to him about our plans to reclaim ornamental landscaping for student use and to incorporate worm compost boxes in classrooms.

Shelly also reported that Sheila Allen dropped by with the All City Band and Shelly had a chance to talk to her about all the things going on here at our site.

The idea of holding our first annual Math Decathlon for 6th graders developed from the highly successful Math Night that was held recently. Shelly also mentioned that a book club just started about one month ago for 4th through 6th graders.

The Make a Difference Club presented information and a slide presentation about the money being collected for the Little Angels School in Uganda (an effort spearheaded by Judy Fleenor and her husband, Bill Fleenor). Shelly said that $600 was collected in just two days and money will continue to be collected for a full two weeks. Shelly has contacted Jeff Hudson at the Davis Enterprise to tell him about the fundraising effort.
d) Recycling and lunchtime games: Rebecca said that she gets approximately 30 1st through 3rd graders for games during lunchtime, and that group likes it a lot. The kids are doing well at teaching each other games. Rebecca is getting more older kids (around 6 to 10), mostly girls. Rebecca said it would still be very helpful to have more adult volunteers.

Overall, Rebecca reported that recycling is going well. Rebecca thinks that they can incorporate the 3rd graders next year, but she doesn’t think the 2nd graders would be strong enough (or tall enough) to empty the classroom bins into the taller recycling bins outside. Rebecca will continue to help with the recycling program next year since it does need general supervision.

Lunchtime recycling is static, and Rebecca will have to see what she can do next year. Shelly said it has been helpful to use the sound system in the MPR when the kids are inside. Rebecca said that she’s seen improvement in the past four weeks in terms of behavior and keeping things clean.
e) Spring Beautification Day: The Spring Beautification Day has been tentatively scheduled for April 25th . Shelly reported that Tom Lengtat has taken a job, so between that and the fact that we might not have our supplies in time, the Spring Beautification day might need to be postponed, possibly until the beginning of May. A Girl Scout troop will come this week to weed the area in front of Judy Fleenor’s science classroom. Laureen suggested that we might be able to include other Girl Scout troops and Boy Scout troops as well. Shelly mentioned that she heard from someone at the district that there might be district money available that could be used for a shade structure.
Stan suggested that—in terms of the landscaping—we incorporate weed-blocking techniques when we make changes. Stan also said that perhaps we could focus on one area of the landscaping at a time rather than looking at the campus as a whole.
f) Garden: A Farm to School intern will be coming to do some cooking with students. Teachers who want to participate will have the opportunity to do so. There will be activity-based things to do every week. Laureen said that there is an intern currently doing weekly stuff with the older students.
g) Student conduct: Shelly gave a brief update on the sexual harassment incident that happened over a month ago.

VI. New Business: 
None discussed.

VII. Adjournment
Laureen Ginn adjourned the meeting at 7:16 pm. The last meeting of the year is scheduled for May 14, 2009.
Minutes submitted by: Heather Bock
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