Frequently Asked Questions 
FAQ Archives 
· Davis Schools Foundation, Davis School Arts Foundation, Davis Educational Foundation; who are these groups and why should I support them? 
· When will we receive our student directories? 
· How does the school lunch process differ on rainy days? 

· Are dogs allowed on the school grounds? 

· At what time in the morning are classrooms required to be open for students? 

· What are the words to the Willett school song? 
· If I register my Safeway club card on eScrip, will I still get my United Airlines miles? 
· Who designed the planters in the Quad? 

· Can I email my child’s teacher? 

· My child seems to be having trouble adjusting to his new class. What can I do to help? 

· My child will be coming to Willett for the first time this year, entering the 4th grade.  What sort of supplies should I pack for her to use at school?  Are there recommendations and/or restrictions (e.g. calculators) on what children should keep in their backpacks? 
· I understand that I must renew my enrollment in eScrip by November 1 for Willett to continue benefiting from my purchases, but I lost my Safeway card a long time ago. How can I renew without knowing my number? 

· How do I pay for school lunches for my child? 
· What and where is the MPR? 
· I signed up to get Who’s News by email but I’m not receiving it. Why? 

· What procedure do I follow if my child must leave the school during the school day? 
Q. Davis Schools Foundation, Davis School Arts Foundation, Davis Educational Foundation; who are these groups and why should I support them? 
A. These are all non-profit organizations that funnel your donations back into our public school system, including Willett, but understanding their different missions takes a bit of digging. 

The Davis Schools Foundation (DSF) began in 2005 with the mission of supporting educational excellence in Davis public schools by raising funds for district-wide programs and promoting equitable opportunities between schools. It is their hope to raise money for projects not typically funded by PTAs such as technology specialists, counselors and an endowment. DSF will again host the Fore Kids Golf Tournament this June. They are also sponsoring a Dollar A Day direct donation campaign. For more information on the organization or to make a donation, vis it http://www.davisschoolsfoundation.org/. 

The Davis School Arts Foundation (DSAF) began in 1981 with the sole purpose of raising money for art education in the Davis public schools. It has two major fundraisers each year, The Harmony in Our Lives Concert in October and the Young At Art! Festival which takes place on Sunday, March 5 this year. To learn more about the organization or to make a donation, visit http://dcn.davis.ca.us/go/dsaf/. 

Founded in 1991, the Davis Educational Foundation (DEF) is dedicated to improving student learning in Davis schools. Over the past three years, in partnership with the Davis Joint Unified School District, the DEF Davis Farm to School Connection project raised over $300,000 in grant funds to establish a program that teaches our students healthy nutrition habits, personal responsibility, environmental stewardship and community awareness. These funds have supported the development of the following Farm to School program elements: “Crunch Lunch” salad bars stocked with regionally grown fruits and vegetables at seven elementary schools, a refrigerated produce delivery truck for the DJUSD, lunch waste recycling systems at six elementary schools, cooking carts for nutrition education, fieldtrips to local sustainable farms for 2 nd grade students, a district school garden/recycling coordinator who facilitates volunteer gardening and recycling programs at Davis schools and free garden-based curriculum workshops for Davis teachers. To learn more about the organization, now known as the Davis Farm to School Connection, or to make a donation, visit their website at http://www.davisfarmtoschool.org/. 

Q. When will we receive our student directories? 
A. This is a question on many minds about this time of year. We really depend upon those little books. Each year, after school staff have entered emergency card information in their school database, the information needed for the directory is copied, deletions and additions made as requested by parents, and the information is passed on to the Directory coordinator for formatting, indexing and production. Our Directory coordinators are Katie Blakewell and Daniel Segel.

Q. How does the school lunch process differ on rainy days? 
A. The secretary will announce “Rainy Day Lunch” conditions and inform students and teachers over the intercom prior to the beginning of their lunch period. There are two options for bad weather lunches: eat in/play in where students eat in the MPR and play in the classrooms and eat in/play out where students eat in the MPR and play on the playground. Students play outside unless it is raining more than a drizzle.

Quiet games, reading, videos, journal writing, drawing, or other easy to supervise activities can be used for indoor seated activities on rainy days. We try to have students eat and play outside as much as possible, so please ensure your child has warm clothing on colder days.
Q. Are dogs allowed on the school grounds? 
A. Dogs are not allowed on our campus, and the city code posting for this is on the perimeter fences and buildings.
Q. At what time in the morning are classrooms required to be open for students? 
 A. There is no requirement that classrooms be open to students before instruction begins at 8:30 am each school morning (8:15 AM for Kindergarten). Teachers have different routines and preferences however, and some classrooms are open earlier. If your child’s classroom is not open when they arrive at school, they should go the playground, where supervision is provided, until the whistle is blown at 8:25 am. There is no supervision on campus prior to 8:10 AM.  Please do not allow your students to arrive unsupervised before this time. When the bell rings, the students then line up with classmates and wait until their teacher signals them to enter the classroom. 
Q. What are the words to the Willett school song? 

A. Our school song was written by local musician Linda Book, working with 5th and 6th graders at the school in November 1997, to celebrate the dedication of the school as Robert E. Willett Elementary. Words to the school song are available by clicking on ‘Willett School Song’ on the first page of our website. 
Q. What procedure do I follow if my child must leave the school during the school day? 

A. It is helpful to give the classroom teacher and secretary advance notice either in person, in writing or by email that your child will be departing during the day. When you arrive to pick them up, come directly to the school office. You will be asked to sign out your child, who will then be called from the classroom and will meet you in the office. If your child returns to school later in the day, please sign them back in at the office.

Q. I signed up to get Who’s News by email but I’m not receiving it. Why?

A. It could be one of several reasons. Handwritten email addresses are not always clear and typos may have been made entering them. Check with Barbara Archer to see if your email address is correctly subscribed. If it is, you may have a spam filter that is interfering with your receiving listserv postings. You may want to turn off your filter or check your spam folder to re-route the messages back to your inbox.  Barbara’s email address is bdedavis@gmail.com 

Q. If I register my Safeway club card on eScrip, will I still get my United Airlines miles? 
A.  YES!  You will get both your airlines miles, and donations to Willett.  What a deal!  Register your Safeway club card today at www.escrip.com, or mail in the attached registration form.  If you register your credit cards also, Willett will receive donations when you use the registered card at participating merchants listed on the attached flyer.
Q. Who designed the planters in the Quad? 

A. A bit of history first: two large trees were removed from the lunch area a few years ago. The district fulfilled a promise to construct planters in the areas where the trees had been. These planters were designed by the district to resist the destructive forces of skateboarding. Similar planters are located at other schools around the district, including North Davis Elementary. The sides of the planters were left rough to allow us to mount student made mosaics on them. These areas are used for gardening throughout the school year. 
Q. Can I email my child’s teacher? 
A. Each teacher has a laptop computer provided by the District, with an email account. The address almost always consists of the teacher’s first initial and last name followed by @djusd.k12.ca.us (e.g. Donna Smith would be dsmith@djusd.k12.ca.us). Please see the list of teachers on our website for a direct link to their email. Ask your child’s teacher if they prefer telephone or email communication with you. Most have a preference for one or the other. 
Q . How do I get information about the Strings and Band programs at Willett?
Please contact our Music Teacher, Sherie Wall at swall@djusd.k12.ca.us .
Q. My child seems to be having trouble adjusting to his new class. What can I do to help? 
 A. First of all, recognize that the first couple of weeks or month of school will be a transition for all kids. Some adapt fairly easily, others take longer to adjust. Listen to what your child says, but realize that children, particularly younger ones, can’t always articulate exactly what they feel. Children develop intense devotion to teachers and accepting a new one may feel disloyal to them. You hear, “I don’t like my teacher,” but the truth may be, “I want my old teacher.” You hear, “I don’t like classmate x, y or z,” but the truth may be, “I miss the comfort of knowing everyone in my class” You hear, “I hate school,” but the truth often is “I HATE CHANGE!” 
 So, what to do besides listen and worry? Remind your children of previous times they faced something new and conquered their fears. Share with them your experiences in starting new things. Encourage them to keep trying, and then give them the time and space they need to grow. Feel free to discuss your concerns with your child’s teacher, but remember too, that children take emotional cues from their parents. Projecting your confidence in their ability to cope with the new situation contributes to their success in doing so. 
 Q. I understand that I must renew my enrollment in eScrip by November 1 for Willett to continue benefiting from my purchases, but I lost my Safeway card a long time ago. How can I renew without knowing my number? 

A. Only the last four digits of your Club Card number appear on your Safeway receipts, but you can telephone 1-800-SAFEWAY to obtain the full number. If you’re still having trouble, contact our eScrip Coordinator Kyria Mills at klbmills@ucdavis.edu or 756-8435 for help.

 Q. How do I pay for school lunches for my child? 
A. This year the price of a school lunch is $3.50. Your child may pay for individual lunches each day or you may prepay multiple lunches at a slightly reduced cost (the price list will be published as soon as it is available). To do so, please go online at http://www.djusd.net/district/business/sns/prepay to prepay.  You may also bring or send a check made to the Davis Joint Unified School District to the school office. Please write your child’s name and teacher on the check. Our lunch supervisor will track the prepaid lunches and let your child know when you need to purchase more. Do remember that charging of lunches is not permitted, but your child may telephone you to bring money or a lunch if they are without both. Milk, when purchased separately from a lunch, costs 35 cents.
 If your child had prepaid lunches left at the end of last year, they will be applied to his or her account this year. 
 Reduced price lunches (40 cents) are available for those who qualify, but you must complete the application form each school year. You will find one among the District materials included in your Back to School packet. 

Please contact our lunchroom supervisor, Stephanie Manning, at smanning@djusd.k12.ca.us with any questions you may have.
 Q. What and where is the MPR? 

A. The MPR is the Multipurpose Room (the large room next to the office in Building A) used for everything from hot lunch to music lessons, class productions, gardening classes, band and chorus practice, assemblies, art exhibits, Fun Run registration, parent education sessions, welcome coffees, meetings and even voting on Election Day.
